A. 1742-3.]     DEBATE ON SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS,                 415

by such means, it is not my present purpose to inquire: it
is not necessary to add any aggravations to the present
charge, or to examine what has been the former conduct,
or what will be the future actions of men who lie open by
their present proposal to the most atrocious accusations;
who are publickly endeavouring1 the propagation of the
most pernicious of all vices, who are laying poison in the
way of their countrymen, poison by which not only the body,
but the mind is contaminated; who are attempting to es-
tablish by a law a practice productive of all the miseries to
which human nature is incident; a practice which will at
once disperse diseases and sedition, and promote beggary
and rebellion.

This, my lords, is the expedient by which the acuteness
of our ministry proposes to raise the supplies of the present
year, and by this they hope to convince the nation that they
are qualified for the high trusts to which they are advanced ;
and that they owe their exaltation only to the superiority of
their abilities, the extent of their knowledge, and the ma-
turity of their experience: by this masterstroke of policy
they hope to lay for their authority a firm and durable
foundation, and to possess themselves, by this happy con-
trivance, at once of the confidence of the crown, and the
affections of the people.

But, my lords, I am so little convinced of their abilities,
that amidst all the exultation which this new scheme pro-
duces, I will venture to predict the decline of their influ-
ence, and to fix the period of their greatness; for I am,
persuaded, that notwithstanding the readiness with which
they have hitherto sacrificed the interest of their country,
notwithstanding the desperate precipitation with which
they have blindly engaged in the most dangerous mea-
sures, they will not be able to continue a year in their pre-
sent stations.

The bill now under our consideration, my lords, will un-
doubtedly make all those their enemies whom it does not
corrupt; for what can be expected from it, but universal
disorder and boundless wickedness? wickedness made in-
solent by the protection of the law, a#d disorder promoted